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Executive Summary

19, Australia’s health system – –

The ”hidden waitlist”, the period between GP appointment and referral to a specialist, 

Australian Government’s Centre for Population shows that 



Elective surgeries: A COVID-19 casualty

– –

– –

Victoria’s Alfred and Royal Melbourne hospitals 

"…if hospitals do not 
expand their capacity to 
address the backlog", it 
could reach a projected 
507,764 by June 2023. 

- AMA, January 2023. 

Australia now has a 
“backlog of biblical 
proportions.” 

- AMA, January 2023. 



–

– – “not 
needed”. Elective surgery is any surgery that can be delayed for at least 24 hours, but that 

stated in February this year, “El
–

or dysfunction.”



–
–

“For many patients waiting in line, in pain, 
to have a critical operation, the delays in surgery can be devastating.”

The size of the backlog

month backlog, “if hospitals 
do not expand their capacity to address this backlog”







The invisible numbers

s AMA President, Dr Omar Khorshid, states, “the lack of screening 

cases, it has dramatically altered their prognosis.”

It’s therefore no wonder 





the ‘hidden’ waitlist is also enormous, and indicative of the fact that 



Regional pressures and population movements 

from Australia’s capital cities to regions than in the opposite direction.

The Australian Government’s Centre for 

“This pattern of movement 
places further pressure on 
regional centres and 
hospitals, some of which 
have the least capacity and 
most stretched resources, 
exacerbating the backlogs 
of elective surgery waiting 
lists.”





20 of the 38 LHN’s (16 of 21 in 2018



Category 1 
(Urgent)

Category 2
(Semi-urgent)

Category 3
(Non-urgent)

All Categories

+117% +44%

+105% +85%

+150% +120%

+134% +88%



Responses to the backlogs so far have not been 
sufficient 

that “one
elective surgery blitzes will not be enough”.



Finding the solutions 

surgery backlog as a “horror figure”, stating that the country is “now at a critical point where 
access to timely elective surgery is out of reach for many Australians”.

the AMA’s st “

all those who require it within the clinically recommended timeframes… establishing enough 

infections into the future.”

–
–

When it comes to the elective surgery backlog, Australia 
needs a plan that cuts it. Concerted, fully-funded, long-term 
plans are required to ensure hospitals have the required 
capacity. These should include “surgical hubs”. 



creation of “surgical 
hubs”, including increased bed capacity and equipment.



About Q-bital Healthcare Solutions 

’s



bital’s growing presence in Australia. It builds 
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